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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 03128 161043 Z 
15 

ACTION EA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ADP-00 INT-08 L-03 CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-11 

INR-09 LAB-06 NSAE-00 RSC-01 SIL-01 RSR-01 /055 W 

070892 

R 160736 Z MAR 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2406 

UNCLAS TOKYO 3128 

E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BEGN, FLAB. JA 

SUBJECT: INQUIRY ABOUT COPPER INDUSTRY 
REF: STATE 43719 

1. AS IN OTHER INDUSTRIES IN JAPAN, LABOR CONTRACTS IN COPPER 
INDUSTRY ARE BETWEEN ENTERPRISE UNIONS AND INDIVIDUAL 
ENTERPRISES. THERE IS NO INDUSTRYWIDE LABOR AGREEMENT NOR DO 
SMELTER ENTERPRISE CONTRACTS EXTEND TO OTHER AREAS OF 
COPPER INDUSTRY. 

2. LABOR CONTRACTS ARE LIMITED TO ONE YEAR AND NEGOTIATIONS 
GENERALLY TAKE PLACE DURING THE ANNUAL " SPRING WAGE STRUGGLE” 
BETWEEN APRIL AND MAY. AGREEMENTS COVERING AN ESTIMATED 9,000 
SMELTER WORKERS WILL BE NEGOTIATED THIS SPRING. STRIKES, 

IF THEY DO OCCUR, WILL BE IN THE TYPICAL JAPANESE PATTERN, I. E. 

OF SHORT DURATION AND DESIGNED TO SHOW UNITY AND SERIOUSNESS OF 
PURPOSE RATHER THAN INTERFERE WITH PRODUCTION. 

INGERSOLL 
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